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Minister of Petroleum and Energy Mouhamadou Makhtar Cisse conducted 

this Tuesday, November 5, 2019 in Cape Town, South Africa, at the official 

launch of the Petrosen licensing round which marks the opening of the 

international competitive bidding process. the 12 free Senegalese oil blocks. 

An opportunity seized by the Minister Makhtar Cissé to magnify the great 

opportunity to map Senegal's postcard on its global potential, its legal, 

legislative and regulatory framework to promote investments, particularly in 

the specific field of oil and gas. 
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LICENSING ROUND LAUNCHES 



 

After the opening by the Minister, the participants were treated to two 

presentations on the potential of the sedimentary basin and on the new 

Petroleum Code, the law on local content and the next gas law made 

respectively by Joseph Médou, Director of the Exploitation and Production of 

Petrosen and Papa Samba Bâ, Technical Advisor to the Minister. These two 

presentations were intended to show the guarantees offered by the 

Senegalese business environment on the one hand and, on the other, to 

explain the reasons underlying the need for the oil companies, to continue to 

invest in our watershed. remains under exploration despite discoveries and 

holds a real potential for new discoveries. 

 

The launch of the licensing round was made before a crowd of 

representatives of international oil companies, all interested in the 

Senegalese sedimentary basin. 

 

This road show, which started in Cape Town, will continue at the international 

conferences in Houston and London before ending with the MSGBC (summit 

of the sedimentary basin shared by Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea 

Bissau and Guinea Conakry) on 28 and 29 January 2020 in Dakar. 
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After this meeting, will open then the period of submission of the companies 

which will last six (6) months before the closing at the end of July and the 

opening of the folds for the allocation of the blocks to the best offers. 

We are launching for the first time in the history of oil research in Senegal, 

the Licensing Round of free blocks of the sedimentary basin, with two major 

objectives, according to the Minister. The objectives are: 

 Make new discoveries to increase the country's hydrocarbon reserves, 

in order to support an oil future for the younger generations 

 Improve the management of petroleum resources so that they can 

promote the economic and social development of the Senegalese 

people. 

 

For Senegal, this conference was an opportunity to make a double 

presentation that was well received by the international community. Positive 

feedback was noted, particularly with meeting requests from most of the 

companies present. 
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Which means that the Senegal file is well appreciated by the specialists of the 

sector. 

As a reminder, the Senegalese delegation had to meet already the American 

Exxon Mobil and the Chinese CNOOC International Limited who are 

interested in the potential of the Senegalese sedimentary basin. 

 

Senegal has thus managed a very good opportunity to draw its postcard its 

global potential, and its legal framework based on the constitution that 

guarantees transparency but also a legislative and regulatory framework that 

promotes investments and particularly in the so specific area. oil and gas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


